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Late Line/Grill Cancellations
on Zumstein 27D 1 Franc Strubels

by George Valby
In the January 2007 Tell, Richard Hall mentioned

a finding I had recently made, which was a Geneva line
cancel on a yellow silk thread 1 Franc Strubel. The 27D
was released for use June 1, 1857, a few days after grill
cancellers were (in principle) taken out of service (May 23,
1857), so this seemed a rather unusual item. Kurt
Kimmel explained that this was rare but possible, since
the Geneva line cancel was in use a little longer than the
federal grill. Figure 1 shows this stamp.

Figure 1
Since then, I

have had my eyes out for other examples. Urs Hermann
pointed out to me the only other example he was aware of at
the time, which is pictured on page 409 of his recently
published Handbuch (Das Grosse Handbuch der
eidgenossischen Ausgabe Sitzende Helvetia Ungezahnt, Band
VI Schriftenreihe Schweizerische Postgeschichte, 2006). This
item is a cover with two 27Ds and two 24Bs, again bearing
Geneva line cancels. Figure 2 shows the two 27Ds from this 	Figure 2
cover.

I also saw a 27D for sale on eBay, also with a Geneva line cancel, shown
in Figure 3. Since this was the third example seen in a brief survey period, it
seems the Geneva line cancel on 27D, while not common, is also not all that
rare.

Recently I acquired a
potentially much more unusual
item: a 27D with a federal grill
cancel, pictured in Figure 4.
Unfortunately, this stamp is

Figure 3 repaired, having top and bottom
margins added and with a complete

rebacking. Although the yellow thread is visible from the
front and seems well embedded, it is obscured from the
back due to the rebacking, and my examination cannot rule
out that a careful thread replacement might have been part Figure 4

of the repair. If it is indeed a 27D, the implication is that at least one office did not retire their grill
canceller when required, or that some 27Ds were sold for use earlier than currently believed. Since
27Ds were produced as early as August 1856, either explanation is plausible. (Continued on page 6)
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From the President's
Album

by Harlan F. Stone

New Bylaws
Inserted in this September issue of  Tell

are extensively revised AHPS bylaws for your
review. If you have comments, you should for-
ward them as soon as possible to Vice President
Bruce Marsden (addresses on page 2) so they
can be published in the November Tell (October
1 deadline) and reflected in the final draft.
Bruce is now our resident expert on bylaws, hav-
ing developed these based on recommendations
from the AHPS Board of Directors and help from
the New Jersey Center for Non-Profit Organiza-
tions.

One obvious change is the title of trustee
instead of director for all AHPS elected officers.
Other changes acknowledge the growing impor-
tance of electronic communications in addition
to the U.S. Postal Service and our annual meet-
ing as channels for conducting AHPS business.

In November you will receive a ballot,
along with your 2008 dues notice, from Secre-
tary Dick Hall, asking you to approve the by-
laws. With approved bylaws Bruce will be ready
to seek Internal Revenue Service 501(c)3 status
for AHPS as a non-profit educational organiza-
tion.

Fundamentals of Swiss Philately
As reported in July and on page XX of

this issue, Dick Hall is heading the effort to de-
velop and publish a guidebook for new collectors
of Switzerland. As of this writing, he has al-
ready drafted four of a proposed 31 chapters
with help from other members who have con-
tributed information, illustrations and editing
experience. The list of chapters is on the AHPS
website at www.swiss-stamps.org as well as on
page XX. Dick (addresses on page 2) would like
your support on your favorite Swiss collecting
area.

New Helvetia Exhibiting Team
Five AHPS members have agreed to form

a team of one-frame exhibitors that will enter

September 2007

the third annual team competition at Ameri-
Stamp Expo, the APS winter show, to be held
during January 11-13, 2008, in Charlotte, N.C.
Their subjects are: Dick Hall: 1939 Swiss Na-
tional Exhibition Postal Stationery; Donn Lueck:
Revenue Stamps of the Canton of Graubunden;
Bruce Marsden: Campione D'Italia; Harlan
Stone: Swiss Postal Involvement in 1870-71
Franco-Prussian War [late bulletin: because
Harlan won the one-frame grand award at the
APS Stampshow, this exhibit is no longer eligi-
ble for open competition at Ameristamp; fortu-
nately, Harlan is almost finished with another
one-frame exhibit that he will use instead] and
George Struble: Pestalozzi in Swiss Philately.
Together they fulfill the team rules that all five
displays must be in different exhibiting classes
and three must be first-time displays at a na-
tional-level show.

Stone Heads Winners at
APS Stampshow

Five philatelic exhibits were entered at
the APS Stampshow in Portland, OR August 9-
12. None of them received less than a gold
award; this may be a first! Harlan Stone's one-
frame exhibit Swiss Postal Involvement in the
18 70- 71 Franco-Prussian War earned the Grand
award for one-frame exhibits as well as a gold
award.

Steve Turchik entered his exhibit The
Usage of Switzerland's Imperforate Sitting Hel-
vetia Issue of 1854-1863 in the Champion of
Champions competition, and earned a Prix
d'Honneur.

Other multi-frame exhibits in the open
competition, all winning gold awards, were
Roger Heath: DeCoppet Razor Cancels of Swit-
zerland; Harlan Stone: Switzerland's Postal Sta-
tionery 1867-1905.• Envelopes, Cards, and
Wrapper Bands, and George Struble: Develop-
ment of Swiss Airmail up to 1940.

In addition, TELL was entered in the
philatelic literature competition and won a ver-
meil award. [Since there was only one gold
award to a periodical, this is a nice result. When
last entered into competition perhaps five years
ago, TELL earned a sliver award. It would be
nice to think that TELL has improved, but the
main difference in the rating is a change in the
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criteria; in earlier competitions, service to mem-
bers was counted as a negative, and now it is a
positive. I take a little credit for continuing to
give high priority to service to members instead
of following the rating criteria of that time. But
the award is really to AHPS generally for doing
the right things organizationally with quality,
and to our authors who provide TELL with high
quality philatelic articles! — Ed]

Harlan Stone also received the very pres-
tigious Luff award at Stampshow. It was
awarded last year (see TELL September 2006)
but Harlan was not at Stampshow 2006 to re-
ceive it.

"The Fundamentals of
Swiss Philately"

by Dick Hall
As Harlan mentioned in his President's

Column in this issue as wells as the July TELL,
we have embarked on a task that we hope will
bring Swiss stamps to the forefront of collectors'
ideas of what to collect; that is, a book whose
working title is the title of this note. This book
will be heavily illustrated to help draw in the
beginning collector. As Harlan said, we need
volunteers to write chapters or sections of chap-
ters. All authors will receive by-lines.

I need you to sign up for one or more of
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the chapters listed below, or at least a part of
one of the chapters. We are not working to a
fixed deadline but we'd like to have something
back in a few months.

I know we have a lot of great writers out
there. I also know that some of you feel that you
couldn't write your way out of a paper bag. You
have the knowledge but just can't seem to get it
down in black and white. No problem! Here's
how we can work together. Jot down the perti-
nent facts that you think a collector would want
to know, organize it into some sort of outline, go
back and fill in the missing facts, etc., list the
illustrations that are needed to explain some of
these facts, and send it all off to me. I'll work
with what you give me and get it back to you for
comments and additions.

Here is the current version of the table of
contents:
Preface (acknowledgments, etc.)
Introduction (basic layout of book, explanation of
terms, etc.)

Chapter 1 — Swiss Stamps — Something for
Everyone
Chapter 2 — Pro Juventute Stamps
Chapter 3 — The National Festival Issues
Chapter 4 — Commemorative Stamps
Chapter 5 — 20th century Definitive Stamps
Chapter 6 - Self-adhesive Stamps
Chapter 7 — Cantonals
Chapter 8 — Rayons
Chapter 9 — Strubels
Chapter 10 — Sitting Helvetias
Chapter 11— Standing Helvetias
Chapter 12 — Cross and Numerals
Chapter 13 — Air Mails and Flights
Chapter 14 — Officials
Chapter 15 — Postage Dues
Chapter 16 — Franchise Stamps
Chapter 17 — Postal Stationery
Chapter 18 — Booklets
Chapter 19 — Tete-Beche and Interspace Pairs
Chapter 20 — International organizations
Chapter 21— Revenues
Chapter 22 — Soldier Stamps
Chapter 23 — Hotel Stamps
Chapter 24 — Miscellaneous Issues

ATM Stamps
Telegraph Stamps
Railroad Stamps
Campione d'Italia
UN Geneva
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Chapter 25 - Liechtenstein
Chapter 26 — Postal History

Early postal history
Helvetic Republic
19th century postal history
20th century postal history

Censorship
Refugee mail
WWII

Chapter 27 — Cancels
Hand cancels
Machine cancels
Sonder and Automobile cancels
K-cancels
Meters

Chapter 28 — Forgeries
Chapter 29 — Errors and Varieties
Chapter 30 — How to get started
Chapter 31 — Resources
Chapter 32 — Swiss Tricks (techniques, e.g. hints
on how to identify grilled paper, etc.)
Glossary
English-German-French-Italian philatelic dic-
tionary
Index

By the time you read this, I will have fin-
ished the first six (bolded) chapters. I can write
on World War II Soldier stamps but need some-
one to help me with World War I. I can also
work on the Errors and Varieties chapter, at
least for 20th century stamps. I'll need help for
19th century issues. I will write the sections on
Machine cancels, Sonder and Automobile can-
cels, and K-cancels but will need help for Hand
Cancels (particularly 19th century cancels) and
Meters.

Please give us a hand in putting this
book together. I can send any interested au-
thors-to-be a copy of the current draft of Chapter
2 - Pro Juventutes to see the format and ap-
proach I've taken. Drop me a line or send me an
e-mail and I'll get it off to you, preferably in elec-
tronic format (pdf).

Literature Notes
by Dale Eggen

In March, 2007, the Western Philatelic
Library issued a catalog of their "tear sheets"
available for purchase. This edition covers
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worldwide subjects with the exclusion of the
United States and British Countries. It can be
purchased for $5.00 from

Friends of Western Philatelic Library, Inc.
Literature Sales Department
P. O. Box 2219
Sunnyvale, CA 94087-2219

These "tear sheets" are from periodicals.
This catalog presents about 5,500 of the 15,000
items the library has for offer. At the web site
http://www.pbbooks.com, more listings may be
found, mostly earlier available items. The cata-
log also gives a short history of the project which
was the vision of Matt Hedley and on which he
has spent years organizing and making this ma-
terial reasonably available to philatelists.

The tear sheets typically have a cost of
about 15 cents a page plus cost of postage.

The listing includes about three pages of
Swiss listings and one page of Liechtenstein list-
ings.

For AHPS members interested only in
the Swiss and Liechtenstein, write me in c/o the
library with your e-mail address and I can send
you via e-mail a free .pdf file of the Swiss and
Liechtenstein listings. For those without e-mail,
send me $1.00 to cover postage and mailing and
I will send you a hard copy of the Swiss and
Liechtenstein listings.

Also, the Western Philatelic Library is
the home of our own society's extensive bibliog-
raphy project containing well 7,000 bibliography
entries in the main section. And the Swiss hold-
ings of the library have significantly increased
with the donations made by Chuck LaBlonde
over the last few years and the donations made
last year by Ed Chalfant and Steve Turchick. A
later article will deal with these donations.

And, to support on-going efforts of the
Swiss bibliography project, volunteers are
needed, especially in the Bay Area where visits
to the library would be possible. If interested,
please write me in care of the library.

The End of a Swiss
Quality Product
This editorial comment by Jacob Kubli was pub-
lished in the Berner Briefmarken Zeitung of
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12106, page 105; it was translated for TELL by
Ernest L. Bergman

At the end of June 2002 the Post in Bern
stopped its own stamp production, to the great
regret of philatelists; the action was taken
partly because fewer orders were received by its
own postage printing enterprise and also be-
cause of more demanding requirements for ex-
acting techniques. Some of these printing
machines were sold to foreign countries, and
rumor has it that the Peoples Republic of China
might have been a buyer. Because one year be-
fore, in May 2001, the internationally well know
stamp printing center, Helio Courvasier S.A. in
La Chaux-de-Fonds was liquidated, the  Post had
to place its orders abroad. The two printing en-
terprises had produced millions of stamps for
over 110 countries during the last century.
Switzerland could be justifiably proud of this
export product, and the stamps were seen as an
excellent calling card. At that time the Post as-
sured us that even though stamps will be
printed abroad, the quality would be held to the
highest standards. Swiss stamps continued to be
top notch products.

However, in reviewing the bro-
chures with philatelic offers since 2002, one
finds in practically every prospectus offers of
new issues with varieties. Lately a dealer wrote
under the title "Sensational New Discovery"
about the special block with the Wettingen mon-
astery, which was issued last summer in honor
of the national stamp exhibition in Baden.
"Here, in spite of vigorous controls at the printer
and further channels, stamps slipped through
with spectacular varieties." In regard to the
mentioned special block it was stated that "the
issue exists normally with light blue and only in
extremely short quantities with violet skies.
The reason for this is a machine stop at the
printing shop in China where the issue was pro-
duced". This block also exists with two perfora-
tion and picture variants.

In retrospect the requirement of
the federal administration at that time to set
efficiency before quality must be characterized
as wrong and also as very regrettable.

It is conspicuous that more and
more items appearing as "varieties" stem from
the same dealers. Exactly these dealers cover
their needs directly from the printers, which are
located in Europe, Australia, China, or USA.
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These examples are then sold without the au-
thorities of the Post ever having cast their eyes
on them. In order to stop this abundant appear-
ance of varieties, the Post has established a new
procedure whereby these dealers who cover their
needs directly from the printer must present
immediately an example to the Philatelic
Agency of the Post. It is hoped that this meas-
ure will prevent unpleasant occurrences as hap-
pened with the permanent stamp series of
medicinal herbs. In that case, the printer had
arbitrarily changed perforations on three
stamps, which was then discovered by private
persons before the Swiss Post ever knew any-
thing about it. It is hoped that such embar-
rassment will be prevented by this new rule.

Printing Presses Busy
The November 2006 issue of the Berner

Briefmarken Zeitung reported on the new stamp
issues by country. The United States issued the
18th largest number, with 129 stamps; their face
value was 36.28 Euros. In contrast, Switzerland
issued 35 stamps and three sheetlets, but they
tended to be expensive; their face value was
69.40 Euros. The largest total was 323, by
Gambia, for 206.59 Euros.

Between 1971 and 2004, the total num-
ber of new issues increased from about 8800 in
1971 to 10,320 in 2004. This seems like a mod-
est increase indeed, especially since the number
of issuing countries rose from 222 to 271 during
that period. The face value of those 10,230
items was 21,480 Euros.

Late Line/Grill Cancel-
lations on Zumstein
27D 1 Franc Strubels
(Continued from page 1)

I would be very interested to hear from
others who have examples of the use of grill can-
cels on yellow silk thread 1 Fr. Strubels. High
resolution scans of the above examples can be
viewed at my website, which is
http://home.earthlink.net/—george.valby/

You can email me at
george.valby @earthlink.net.
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Acceptable International Uses of Switzerland's
Pre-UPU Postal Cards

by Harlan F. Stone, CPhH
(This article is an expansion of the overview that appeared in the exhibition program

for WESTPEX 2006 when AHPS held its national convention there.)

Switzerland issued its first postal card on October 1, 1870, but at first no other country would accept
its new form of communication through the international mails.

Acceptable Postal Cards
Gradually a scattering of seven countries reached postal agreements with Switzerland requiring sup-

plemental postage on its early 5-centime domestic cards and, when necessary, on its first 10-centime inter-
national cards to prepay special international rates, until the effective date of UPU standardized rates on July
1, 1875.

German Empire
January 1, 1873, was the starting date for the

German Empire to receive and deliver Swiss cards at
a 10c rate. Figure 1 shows a 1870 domestic card
with the 5c imprinted stamp supplemented, not with
the usual 5c adhesive, but with a very unusual pair of
(upside down) 3c stamps overpaying the postage by
1c. The “PD” (Paid to Destination) handstamp em-
phasizes the correct payment of this special rate and
the acceptability of the card. It was mailed to Wolf-
enbüttel in the German Duchy of Braunschweig
(Brunswick) on April 24, 1873. Cards to the Ger-
man Empire before the UPU are plentiful.

Fig. 1. Acceptable card to German Empire.
Austrian-Hungarian Empire

January 1, 1873, was also the first day on
which the Austrian-Hungarian Empire would accept
Swiss cards. Figure 2 displays the same 1870 do-
mestic card, this time with the 5c imprinted stamp

Fig. 2. Acceptable card to Austrian Empire.

supplemented with the usual 5c adhesive, going to
the Austrian city of Triest in Istria on March 7, 1873.
Figure 3 shows a much scarcer example to Austria

Fig. 3. Acceptable card to Austria. 	because the correspondent used Switzerland’s first

September 2007 	 7 TELL



10c postal card issued in April 1874 for international use. This card was officially in circulation only 15
months before the UPU-effective date. This example went to Vienna on February 23, 1875.

Turkey (Ottoman Empire)
February 1, 1873, was the effective date for a 15c card rate to Austrian post offices in European and

Asiatic Turkey. No card to any one of these offices has been recorded.

Egypt
February 1, 1873, was also the first date when a card could be mailed to Egypt for 15c. In this case,

however, the card had to go to Alexandria via the Austrian office in Triest. So far only two examples have
been recorded.

Romania
March 15, 1874, was the beginning of a 15c card rate to Romania, at that time comprising the former

Danubian Principalities of Moldavia and Walachia. As in the case of Turkey, Swiss correspondence by
postal card must have been very rare since no recorded example has surfaced.

United States
May 1, 1874, saw the addition of the United

States to the list of card recipients. But the agree-
ment with the United States required that the cards
go only by direct exchange via Bremen or Hamburg.
Despite the much higher volume of Swiss mail to
this country, this writer is aware of only four exam-
ples. Figure 4 exhibits again the 10c international
card of April 1874, used here to Rochester, New
York, on May 21, 1874. The New York paid hand-
stamp emphasizes the validity of the card. Such a
card requires highlighting in an exhibit, especially in
the United States, for otherwise it would easily pass
as a commonplace item with no special significance. Fig. 4. Acceptable card to United States.

Belgium
June 1, 1874, marked the last addition – Bel-

gium – to the list of countries willing to accept Swiss
cards before the UPU. In this case a special rate of
15c existed only 13 months. Figure 5 shows a Feb-
ruary 1875 domestic card to which the user has
added a 10c adhesive. Dispatch of the card to Brus-
sels took place on April 17, 1875. The “PD” hand-
stamp underlines the acceptable nature of the card.
Only four examples are recorded to Belgium.

Other acceptable postal cards to the German
Empire, Egypt, United States and Belgium are illus-
trated in the GABRA IV catalog article by Robert
Bäuml (see references). Fig. 5. Acceptable card to Belgium.

With the standardization of rates under the UPU on July 1, 1875, 10c carried a card to any European
member and 20c to any overseas member.
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Acceptable “Letters”
Preparing for the introduction of cards in Switzerland in 1870, the Postal Department instructed all post of-
fices on September 25 that even though the initial 5c card was intended for only domestic use, international
exchange offices would forward any correctly franked as letters. It warned that underfranked cards would
be treated as letters in the receiving countries and charged postage due based on their letter rates.

Some Swiss correspondents were willing, in fact, to use cards at the higher postage rates for letters
to some of the seven accepting countries before their accepting dates for cards, and even to other countries
that wanted nothing to do with Swiss cards at any time before the UPU. Such “letters” are very scarce be-
cause they provided much less space for writing than real letters, even though they cost as much.

“Letters” have been recorded to the German States or German Empire, France, Austrian-Hungarian
Empire (at least two and presumably more), Italy (two), Holland (one), Denmark (one), and Great Britain
(two). Those in the following illustrations are in this writer’s collection.

German Empire
Figure 6 shows a “letter” to Stuttgart in the

German Empire on December 21, 1872, written on
an 1870 card. This was less than two weeks before
the German Empire began to accept Swiss cards at a
10c rate. The prevailing letter rate was 25c for up to
15gr to any point within the empire, from Septem-
ber 1, 1868, to June 30, 1875. A Stuttgart distribu-
tion mark on the back is dated December 23.

Figure 7 displays the same card appearing to
be a 10c card (5c postal card plus 5c supplemental
postage) that went from Amrisweil, Switzerland, to

Fig. 6. Unacceptable card with letter postage to German Empire.

Konstanz, German Empire, on November 1, 1872. It
is really a border zone ”letter” that qualified for re-
duced postage of 10c instead of 25c. The “RL”
(rayon limitrophe) auxiliary mark signified that the

Fig. 7. Unacceptable card with letter postage to German
Empire’s border zone.

dispatch and arrival post offices were within 52 1/2 km
of each other as measured in a straight line. (Both the
circular date stamp and the “RL” mark are in blue,
even though the Postal Department prohibited blue as
an official postmark color as early as 1853. Espe-
cially in smaller post offices, the clerks continued to
use up their original blue ink supplies over decades.) 	Fig. 8. Acceptable card with letter postage to German Empire.
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Figure 8 shows a January 1873 card that went to Königsbronn in the German Empire at the 25c letter
rate, even though it was dispatched on May 29, 1873, nearly five months after the German Empire began
accepting cards at a 10c rate. The Swiss postal clerk in St. Gallen must have been aware of the sender’s
mistake when he used the “PD” mark to show (over)payment to the destination.

France
Figure 9 displays an 1870 domestic card that

a French officer used as a “letter” from Geneva in
neutral Switzerland to France during the Franco-
Prussian War. He paid letter postage on February
14, 1871, since France did not accept Swiss cards
until it joined the UPU. The rate was 30c for up to
10gr from October 1, 1865, to December 31, 1875.
The officer affixed a 30c adhesive over the card’s 5c
imprinted stamp, taking no credit for the card’s
value. He wrote that he was free of internment be-
cause he was a prisoner on his word not to try to es-
cape. Since he wasn’t interned, he was ineligible to
use the “gratis” label that the Swiss distributed to
French soldiers for their letters during February 3 - Fig. 9. Unacceptable card with letter postage to France.
March 23 to show free postage within Switzerland or
to France. After delivery of the “letter” in Paris (lower right oval distribution mark), the French charged
their 20c (2d) internal letter rate to forward it to St. Benin, which applied a February 22 arrival mark on the
back.

Figure 10 shows another “letter” to France,
this one sent to Besançon on September 25, 1875,
after the UPU began operating for other original
members but before France began using the UPU’s
new rates on January 1, 1876. An upside-down 25c
adhesive supplements the 5c imprinted domestic
postage to prepay the 30c letter rate. This “letter”
is of further interest because it was written on a
May 1875 card with an earliest recorded use on
May 27. The card was available only a few days
longer than seven months for mailing to France as a
letter.

Fig. 10. Another unacceptable card with letter postage to France.

Figure 11 exhibits another “letter” to France
even closer to the date when France became a full
partner in the UPU. This time the Swiss correspon-
dent used an April 1874 international 10c card on
November 1, 1875, but initially forgot to pay the
letter rate. A postal clerk at Uster employed a blue
crayon to point out that the rate was “30”. After
two 10c adhesives were added the next day, another
clerk there crossed out the “30” with a red crayon,
added a boxed “PD” mark to emphasize full pay-
ment, and dispatched the “letter” to Marseille.

Fig. 11. Another unacceptable card with letter postage to France.
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Italy
Figure 12 shows, not an April 1874 card with

10c international postage to Italy, but a “letter” that
went within the border zone at a reduced rate of 10c
instead of the 30c otherwise needed for up to 10gr
from July 1, 1862, to June 30, 1875. During this rate
period the rayon limitrophe included all towns within
45km of seven transfer points near the border. This
“letter” went from Lugano on May 17, 1875, to Mi-
lan. Since post offices were no longer required to
use the “RL” mark under this Swiss-Italian arrange-
ment, the only clue that this card may be unusual is
the upside-down “PD” handstamp partly on top of
the Milan address, normally an unnecessary mark on Fig. 12. Unacceptable card with letter postage to Italy’s border

a common postal card requiring a standard amount of  zone.

postage. In this case the “letter” passed through the transfer point at Camerlata in Italy, 27km from Lugano
and 36km from Milan. This is one of only two recorded “letters” to Italy, the other being a 30c “letter”.

Great Britain
Figure 13 displays a “letter” to Brighton,

England, on August 29, 1872, at a time when a letter
could go via direct exchange instead of through
France or the German Empire at higher rates. The
30c charge for up to 15gr via direct exchange was in
effect from January 1, 1869, to June 30, 1875. In-
stead of taking credit for the 5c imprinted stamp on
this 1870 card, the writer chose to pay the entire
postage with a block of 10 of Switzerland’s first 3c
stamp, issued in 1862 for the special printed matter
rate to Italy. The use of the “PD” handstamp again
emphasizes sufficient payment. This multiple use of
the adhesive on an unacceptable card is one of the
outstanding uses of the 3c stamp in Swiss postal his-  Fig. 13. Unacceptable card with letter postage to Great Britain.

tory. This “letter” is also one of only two recorded to Great Britain before the UPU.

Other “letters” to the German States, the German Empire, Austria, France, Holland, Italy and Den-
mark are illustrated in the GABRA IV catalog article by Robert Bäuml.

Acceptable Printed Matter
The last card is the only recorded example of

a Swiss pre-UPU card accepted in the international
mails as printed matter. The treasurer of the Swiss
Society of Fine Arts in Geneva printed its 1874 dues
notice on the back of a January 1874 domestic card
(Figure 14). He then mailed this particular one on
February 2, 1874, to a French member in Vichy, De-
partment of Allier (Figure 15 shows the front), but it
ended up there in poste restante where the post office
held it for pick-up. The treasurer used black ink to
note in the lower left corner that the amount of
Remb(oursement) (payment to be collected by the 

Fig. 14. Printed matter on back of unacceptable card to France.
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post office and returned to the Society)
was 2fr 15c. A Swiss postal clerk used
a black crayon to repeat this total in
larger, more legible figures. The Swiss
cash collection procedures required the
recipient to pay not only the dues but
also the cash collection fee, which
amounted to 1 % of the owed amount or
a minimum of 10c for any amount up to
10fr. He also had to pay the postage.
The total to be collected included, pre-
sumably, 2fr for the society’s annual
dues, the 10c minimum fee, and the 5c
postage. This total not only gave the
Society its dues but also reimbursed it
for the fee and postage it had paid the
Geneva post office. The 5c imprinted
stamp paid for up to 40gr of printed Fig. 15. Unacceptable card with printed matter postage to France.

matter to France, the rate in effect from October 1, 1865, to December 31, 1875. The 10c supplemental ad-
hesive paid the minimum cash collection fee.
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Articles needed! I have been blessed
with excellent articles that you good folk have
provided; I am the envy of many other phila-
telic journal editors! But I am nearing the
end of my backlog. If you don't send me more
articles in the next three months, I may have
to use in the January TELL an article I wrote
myself; surely that's enough of a threat to get
your pens working! -Ed.
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Matterhorn Meanderings
by Richard T. Hall

I received an answer to one of my questions from last issue's column - the one about plating of the
IKW stamps. Mike Peter wrote me that he and Ralph Soderberg are working on a book on the subject
which they hope to have finished sometime in 2008. Great news and thanks, Mike!

There was a note in the July PhilaNews regarding the special cancel for the 800th anniversary of
Laufenburg which I mentioned in the last issue. The note corroborates my statement that this special can-
cel will be converted to a K-cancel by removing the "800 Jahre" from it next year. What the note went on to
say was that the current K-cancel, K24c, was used for the last time on June 14, 2007, the day prior to the in-
troduction of the special cancel. So mark your lists that K-cancel K24c is now obsolete.

I don't have any new questions or answers to old ones to report this month. Please try to fill up my
mailbox - it's lonely, especially for answers to questions!

Switzerland is issuing a flock (literally!) of new stamps on the sixth of Sep-
tember. Among these are four additional values in the "Native Birds" series
which began in 2006 with the Fr. 2.40 Cuckoo stamp (Zumstein 1187). The new
values include an 85c value showing a chaffinch, a Fr. 1.00 value depicting a great
tit, a Fr. 1.10 value with a wallcreeper, and a Fr. 1.80 showing a Tengmalm' s owl.
For those of you interested in a cancel which ties in with these birds, you might
try for 6204 Sempach Stadt which is the home of the  Schweizerische Vogelwarte
Sempach (the Swiss Bird Observatory).

Similarly for the upcoming 85c "Dance" issue, its designer, Nina Corti, was born in Zurich which
would be a nice tie-in.

You literary buffs will like this year's installment in the series "Switzerland as seen by foreign art-
ists" which began last year with the Swiss cows issue (Zumstein 1198-1201). This year the series is from
the viewpoint of English authors. The 85c value remembers Mary Shelley's "Frankenstein" with a view of
the Monch. Beatenberg is the classic viewpoint for this peak. The Fr. 1.00 value reminds us of William
Wordsworth's work "Staubbach Falls" with a view of the waterfall near Lauterbrunnen. The Fr1.30 value
commemorates "The Prisoner of Chillon" by Lord Byron with a view of the Lake of Geneva. The castle at
Chillon has its own cancel, 1820 Territet-Veytaux. The top value shows the Reichenbach waterfall, the
scene of Sherlock Holmes' final encounter with Dr. Moriarty in Sir Arthur Conan Doyle' s "The Final Prob-
lem". The Reichenbach falls are above Meiringen.

The new "Congratulations" stamps were designed by Victoria Leonard who lives in Porrentruy.
The Swiss Post's web site relays an interesting visit with the new stamps' designer. Let me quote from it:

"On 6 September 2007, Swiss Post is to issue a series of three special postage stamps on
the subject of "Congratulations" and designed by Victoria Leonard. So who is Victoria Leo-
nard, the woman behind these tiny works of art? We decided to visit her at her home in Por-
rentruy in order to find out.

"'Avez-vous bien trouv^?' These were the words with which Victoria Leonard greeted
us at her front door, before ushering us into her apartment. Her home is just as special as the
artist who inhabits it. Many of the walls and corners are adorned with her own art works and
coffee comes served in brightly coloured cups with tasteful accessories. Everything is beauti-
fully matched and harmonious. Yet it is also modest and authentic.

"Victoria Leonard grew up in Grenoble, and attended art school in Lyon before moving
to Canton Jura while still a young woman. There, she and her ex-partner, the father of her now
eleven-year-old son, ran a small farm together. When the relationship ended four years later,
Victoria Leonard and her little boy went to live in Porrentruy. Having neither a job nor money,
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she had to find ways of making ends meet both for herself and her son. This is what induced
her to open a simple boutique in which to sell her own pictures and works of art in the pictur-
esque centre of Porrentruy.

"The road she had taken turned out to be very difficult at first. Slowly but surely,
things began to pick up. And working with children and grownups in the region helped the
now 33-year-old artist to make a name for herself locally.

"Brightly coloured hens have since become her hallmark. Not surprisingly, the artist is
frequently asked how she came to paint hens, of all things! The idea came to her in the late
1990s, she says, when Switzerland was dotted with cows in all the colours of the rainbow. Vic-
toria Leonard wanted to start a countertrend and so began painting chickens instead. She
chose that particular animal because hens need very little care and can find their own food for
the most part; this also means that they tend not to receive the attention they deserve.

"The friendly forms, warm colours and amusing scenes she painted made her works
popular right from the start. The courage it took to commit herself to such an unusual motif
has long since paid off, helping bring about a steady improvement in her fortunes.

"When designing the new stamps on the theme of "Congratulations" for Swiss Post,
Victoria Leonard asked herself what would be most likely to have popular appeal. As the hen
is not automatically associated with good luck, it was clearly not going to be the best choice
here. 'Congratulations are something very positive, something which flows out of our hands,'
explains the painter. And this was the idea which eventually gave rise to these three wonder-
ful postage stamps.

"Asked what her own personal dream would be, Victoria Leonard's reply is prompt
and comes with a broad smile: 'To have my works go on show in the Guggenheim Museum in
Bilbao,' she says, adding somewhat shamefacedly that being able to live from her painting
would perhaps be the more realistic dream.

"But the best reward she can imagine, she says, is when one of her works affects some-
one emotionally. 'More colour is my personal contribution to the world,' she says, waxing po-
etic. And that's just the kind of authentic statement we have now come to expect of her."

The final new issue for September depicts of the custom of Chalandamarz with a reproduction of a
painting by Alois Carigiet which was included in the picture book called Schellen-Ursli, written by the
nursery-school teacher, Selina Chonz.

Again, to quote the Swiss Post web site:

"The story of Schellen-Ursli has its origins in an ancient Engadine custom called the Cha-
landamarz (from the Latin calendae martius, the first day of March). The Chalandamarz dates back
to the time when what was then Rhaetia was a Roman province. At that time, 1 March was
celebrated as the beginning of the new year and a time to drive out evil spirits. Even centuries
later, it was customary for the communal president, secretary and treasurer elected in February
to begin their term of office on 1 March.

"The Chalandamarz is still celebrated by schoolchildren even today. They parade though
the villages singing and ringing bells in order to drive out the winter and make way for the
spring.

"The picture book, Schellen-Ursli, begins 'High up in the mountains, a long way away,
there lives a little boy who is just like you.' It is set in Guarda, a village in the Engadine in Can-
ton Graubunden in south-east Switzerland.

"Having only a very tiny bell to ring at the Chalandamarz procession, the protagonist of
the story, a little boy called Ursli, has to endure the ridicule of the other village boys and the
indignity of being forced to bring up the rear of the Chalandamarz procession which is to take
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place next day. He then remembers the beautiful big cowbell hanging in the hut high up on
the mountainside where the cows are taken to graze in summer. Without any further ado, he
sets off through the snow with the aim of retrieving this bell in time for the procession. After a
while, his parents begin to wonder where he is and once night has fallen, the entire village is
mobilized to hunt for little Ursli - who in the meantime has arrived safely at the mountain hut,
half buried in snow.

"When Ursli returns home with his trophy next day, everyone breathes a huge sigh of
relief. And because Ursli now has the biggest bell of them all, it falls to him to lead the proces-
sion. Which is how little Ursli came to be known as Schellen-Ursli - Schellen being the German
word for a bell.

"Anyone who visits the Engadine these days is bound to find traces of Schellen-Ursli,
whether at the Schellen-Ursli Museum, the exhibition of Alois Carigiet's paintings or even just
in the sound of the bells rung at Chalandamarz.

"You, too, can make use of the holiday period to retrace Schellen-Ursli 's steps on the Via
Uorsin. This beautiful trail begins just above the village of Guarda and leads into the Val Tuoi
to Alp Sura and back again. The twenty panels set up along the route show scenes from the
famous Schellen Ursli book. And on the back of each panel, there are four flowers taken from a
book by Edmond Perret called Flora da la Val Tuoi. The trail is designed in such a way that it
can be completed in stages, too. An information sheet is available at the tourist office and the
trail is clearly marked."

Let me finish this installment of my column with our ever-growing list of closed post offices.

1. We have a whole series of «annonce tardive de la fermeture definitive du bureau de poste» this time dat-
ing back to 2005!

On May 31, 2005, the following post offices were closed:

5626 Hermetschwil-Staffeln (canton Aargau) [assumed by 5620 Bremgarten AG 1] [K-cancel
642b was last used on that date]

8648 Wagen (canton St. Gallen) [assumed by 8640 Rapperswil]

On June 30, 2005, the post office at 8474 Dinhard (canton Zurich) was closed [assumed by 8472
Seuzach]

On August 13, 2005, the post office at 8409 Winterthur 9 Hegi (canton Zurich) was closed [assumed
by 8400 Winterthur] [K-cancel 852 was last used on that date]

On August 24, 2005, the post office at 4412 Nuglar (canton Solothurn) was closed [assumed by 4411
Seltisberg]

On September 3, 2005, the post office at 6319 Allenwinden (canton Zug) was closed [assumed by
6314 Unterageri]

2. On July 17, 2007, the post office at 7404 Feldis/ Veulden (canton Graubunden) was closed [assumed
by 7418 Tumegl/Tomils] [K-cancel 732a was last used on that date]

3. On July 31, 2007, the following post offices were closed:

1453 Bullet (canton Vaud) [assumed by PostMail Yerdon or Ste-Croix]

8246 Langwiesen (canton Zurich) [assumed by 8245 Feuerthalen] [K-cancel 1350 was last used on
that date]

3963 Montana (canton Valais) [assumed by PostMail Crans-Montana]

4. On August 3, 2007, the post office at 2532 Macolin/Magglingen (canton Bern) was closed [assumed
by 2500 Biel/Bienne 1]
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Plan to attend/exhibit at these AHPS Conven-
tions and shows:
ROPEX, May 16-18, 2008 — Rochester, NY;
contact David Durham, 149 Ontario St., Ho-
neoye Falls, NY 14472, dedur@aol.com 

PIPEX, May 22-24, 2009 — Portland, OR; con-
tact George Struble, 210 18th St. NE, Salem,
OR 97301, gstruble@willamette.edu 

CHICAGOPEX, 2010 — Chicago, IL
NAPEX, 2011— Washington, DC

5. On August 8, 2007, the post office at 7243 Pany
(canton Graubunden) was closed [assumed by
7240 KUblis] [K-cancel 489a was last used on
that date]

6. On August 10, 2007, the post office at 5423
Freienwil (canton Aargau) was closed [as-
sumed by 5420 Ehrendingen] [K-cancel 1544
was last used on that date]

7. On August 11, 2007, the post office at 8497
Fischenthal (canton Zurich) was closed [as-
sumed by 8498 Gibswil-Ried] [K-cancel 299a
was last used on that date]

8. On August 18, 2007, the post office at 5603 Staufen (canton Aargau) was closed [assumed by Brie-
fzustellregion 5600 Lenzburg] [K-cancel 616 was last used on that date]

9. On August 25, 2007, the following post offices were closed:

9215 Buhwil (canton Thurgau) [assumed by 9214 Kradolf-Schonenberg]

3622 Homberg bei Thun (canton Bern) [assumed by Briefzustellregion 3612 Steffisburg 1]

9217 Neukirch (canton Thurgau) [assumed by 9214 Kradolf-Schonenberg]

10. On August 31, 2007, the following post offices were closed:

7416 Almens (canton Graubunden) [assumed by 7415 Rodels]

1037 Etagnieres (canton Vaud) [assumed by Briefzustellregion 1033 Cheseaux-sur-Lausanne]

1081 Montpreveyres (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1088 Ropraz]

2325 Les Planchettes (canton Neuchatel) [assumed by Briefzustellregion 2300 La Chaux-de-Fonds]

On the same date the post office at 8058 Zurich 58 Flughafen changed its zone number to 8060
Zurich 60 Flughafen. The old Zurich 58 K-cancel, 255b, was last used on that date. The new
Zurich 60 K-cancel, 255c, was put into service on September 1, 2007.

11. 	 On September 1, 2007, the following post offices were closed:

2115 Buttes (canton Neuchatel) [assumed by 2114 Fleurier] [K-cancel 1129 was last used on that
date]

3624 Goldiwil (Thun) (canton Bern) [assumed by Briefzustellregion 3612 Steffisburg 1] [K-cancel
189a was last used on that date]
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